Shark Tales - November 2016
Happy November!
From the Administration

Upcoming Events

Dear Shark Family,

November 2

Can you believe it is already the 2nd quarter of the school
year? Throughout the first quarter, students were busy reading,
writing, and showing great character. We will continue to
foster their love of learning in the upcoming chilly months.

Full-Day Student Attendance
Parent/Teacher Conferences
(Flex Hours)

Speaking of chilly, please remember to dress your child
accordingly. Winter coats, hats, and gloves are essential for
outdoor recess. Children go outside as long as the
temperature (with wind chill) is above 10 degrees.
We would like to say a HUGE thank you to Home and School,
as well as Coach Winder and Coach Parr, and ALL our
volunteers for a successful Fun Run! The kids had an amazing
time exercising with their classmates. Also, Home and School
hosted a Family Game Show Mania Night. It was great to see
so many families participate!! What a great way to end 1st
quarter!!
Have a great November and a wonderful Thanksgiving
break!!
Lindsay Allen

Cara Chase

Principal

Assistant Principal

Get Connected!
Look for school updates, details on upcoming events, and copies of
this newsletter at our district website:
www.sd308.org/southbury
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Southbury308
Follow us on Twitter: @southbury308
Get connected via our HSO (Home Student Organization) website:
www.southburyparents.com

November 3
Five-Hour Day (1:45 dismissal)
Parent/Teacher Conferences
(4:00-8:00 p.m.)
November 6
No School
Parent/Teacher Conferences
November 9 - 11
Fall Book Fair in the LMC
November 10
HSO Donuts with Dad (7:45-8:30
a.m.)
Culver’s Night with the LMC
HSO Meeting (Teacher Grants) –
6:00-7:30 p.m.
November 11
Veteran’s Day Assembly (9:1510:00 a.m.)
November 17
Fifth-Grade Musical (6:007:00pm)
November 23-25
No School – District Closed;
Thanksgiving Break

Read. Write. Think. Grow.
Southbury: A Community of Learners.
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Teacher & Staff Updates
Kindergarten News
November is busy in kindergarten! We will wrap up introducing letters
and sounds and continue to introduce high frequency words (word
wall words). Additionally, to improve our writing, we will practice
segmenting and blending words (ex: dog: d-o-g). There will be a
continued focus on the difference between the past and present and
we will incorporate these learned skills into our writing.
In math we will continue to compose (make) and decompose (take
apart) numbers. For example, to compose the number 7, you can
have 4 and 3, 5 and 2, 6 and 1, or 7 and 0. We will continue to count
orally by one and tens to reach our end of the year goal of 100.
Remember to start counting from a different number each time (not
just starting from the number one).
In social studies, the students will be busy learning about Pilgrims and
Native Americans. We always have a great time with this unit!

1st Grade News
Gobble, Gobble!!! In November, our students will be focusing on
retelling a realistic fiction story along with informational and
explanatory writing.
We will be wrapping up our subtraction unit and moving on to
addition strategies to 20. In social studies we will be having a mock
election on election day.
Then we will continue our unit 2, Where We Live. Balance and Motion
was exciting and we are looking forward to learning about Properties.
Go Sharks!

Physical Education
Updates
November will be a great
month for Southbury student
athletes. We will be completing
all of our fitness testing for
grades 3 through 5.
All classes will be participating
in our handball unit. After
handball, we will be testing out
a new up and coming game
called angle ball. Looking
forward to another amazing
month for Southbury PE. Go
Sharks!!

Music Updates
Veterans Day Performance will
be Nov. 11th at 9:15am. All
veteran family members of
Southbury students are
welcome to attend our
performance. If you plan on
attending, please RSVP to the
office. All Southbury students
should wear a red, white or blue
shirt. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts
are welcome to wear their
uniforms.
The musical Dig It! will be on
Nov. 17th. One performance will
be during the school day for our
student population. The other
will be that same night for our
parents at 6:00pm. Doors open
at 5:45.
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2nd Grade News
Greetings from 2nd grade! First quarter went by so fast, and we have
already jumped right into 2nd quarter!
Our new unit in reading and writing is called “Making Decisions,” which
is about needs and wants. We are noticing characters’ thoughts,
actions, and feelings and how knowing the structure of a story helps us
understand it better. Students will be writing narrative and opinion
pieces that use reasons to support their thinking. In social studies, our
chapter is focusing on different types of land and water! Also, we are
learning how the world is important in our lives.
Our second graders are adding up a storm in math! We are focusing
on two-digit addition strategies with and without regrouping. They are
using what we learned about place value to help them solve problems.
Next month, the students will be growing and studying new plants in our
science unit! We hope they have “green thumbs!” Happy November
everyone!

3rd Grade News

AVID
AVID At Home:
We can extend our AVID
practices at home by helping
students identify a Study Space.
This chosen spot will help them
to consistently have the best
environment to get their work
done.
Things to consider when picking
a Study Space are: Location,
Sound, Lighting, Seating,
Supplies, and Time.

Happy November 3rd grade families! It's been an exciting first quarter,
and we are ready to see what other exciting things are ahead. In
Math, we are beginning to really understand multiplication and
division and learn our facts.
We are also starting our study of early Illinois history in Social Studies.
Our reading stamina has been building as we focus on our chapter
book The Year of Miss Agnes and use specific text support in our
answers to comprehension questions.
Animal Research has been going extremely well. Students are using
iPads, books, and articles to gather important research. Our finished
product will be a magazine article with categorized paragraphs,
illustrations, and captions!
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4th Grade News
How and why do multiplication algorithms work? Those are essential
questions that Southbury’s fourth graders are considering. The
students have been memorizing multiplication facts, and now, they
are using those skills to master methods of multi-digit multiplication
and to solve story problems.
Also in November, students will conclude a reading unit on
informational text and begin reading fables, folktales and tall tales.
Similarly, in writing the children will finish creating infographics, which
are illustrated informational text pieces. They will then begin writing
different types of fiction and tall tales.
In social studies, fourth graders will learn about Native Americans and
the beginnings of European exploration in the Americas. In science,
the children will begin learning about the scientific method and the
processes of investigation.

Art Updates
This month, we are excited to
showcase student artwork at
some school events. Please look
for student work at our
Veteran’s Day assembly and
the 5th Grade musical. Our
young artists’ work will impress
all of Southbury’s parents,
grandparents, veterans, and
other guests attending these
events.

Front Office Updates

Art room wish list:

Hello Sharks!

Clean plastic Gerber baby food
containers and lids

We have had a lot of fun in the front office with our daily morning
announcements. The 2nd quarter Learning Tree question is: “How
have you grown as a mathematician?”
There are a couple of reminders to help make the year go smoothly.
Please remember to call 630-551-9801 whenever your child will be
absent or late. This line is open 24 hours, you can call anytime. Please
do not call the attendance line for changes in transportation.
Remember that your child needs to be fever free (without the use of
fever reducing medicines), vomit or diarrhea free for at least 24 hours
to be able to return to school.
On November 11th, we are hosting our 8th annual Veterans Day
assembly where we will be honoring men and women who bravely
fought or continue to fight for our country. Invitations went home in
`last week. This Assembly is for veterans only. Please feel free to invite
any veteran you know.
Finally, as fall is upon us, please remember that our friends will be
having lunch recess outside until the temperature falls below 10˚F.
Students should bring coats, hats and gloves with them to school
every day. We don’t want them getting sick! ☺

School-appropriate magazines,
architectural magazines, old
calendar pictures (great as
drawing references)
Any and all yarn types
Leftover sample-sized wall paint
test colors
…anything else you think Mrs.
Chee can use to get our kids’
creative juices flowing!
Any donations can be sent to
school or dropped off in the
front office labeled with “Art
Room” or “for Mrs. Chee”.
Thank you to anyone who
already donated!

Until next time,
Mrs. Hathaway and Mrs. Quick
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5th Grade News
As 1st Quarter has come to a close, the 5th graders are
embarking on many new 2nd Quarter educational
adventures! Through Writer’s Workshop, the focus has been on
narrative writing. They recently finished their narrative stories
and are currently having some fun exploring figurative
language. Our next style of writing will be an informative essay.
As we approach the end of our Ecology unit in Science,
students have learned that all living things depend on the
earth’s environment to sustain them. People are altering the
earth faster and more drastically than any other other force of
nature, and our “human footprint” makes a difference.
In Social Studies, the students have learned about the
Industrial Revolution and the westward expansion of our
country and how these events set the foundation for the Civil
War…Underground Railroad, here they come!!!
The Math adventure continues as the 5th graders have
worked to master their multiplication and division skills.
Finally, in Reading, they have finished interacting with, Night of
the Spadefoot Toads by Bill Harley, “Shells” by Cynthia Rylant,
an excerpt from Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, and Washed Up! by
Payal Kapadia. They did a wonderful job comparing and
contrasting characters, settings, and events, locating and using
text evidence to support their thinking, and determining theme
from details in the text including how characters respond to
challenges. 2nd Quarter is sure to be packed full of amazing 5th
grade learning experiences!

STARS
We begin the month with parent/teacher conferences on
Wednesday, November 2nd, Thursday, November 3rd, and Friday,
November 4th.
Thursday, November 3rd is a 5-hour student
attendance day and there is no school on Friday, November 4th. This
month, we will be learning about Veterans Day and Thanksgiving. On
Friday, November 11th, students will attend a Veterans Day assembly
to honor all those who have served and continue to serve our country.
On Thursday, November 17th, the 5th grade students will be
performing in the 5th grade musical. That day, students will have the
opportunity to watch the performance during the school day. There
will also be a performance that night for parents to attend.
November 23rd, 24th, and 25th there will be no school in observance
of Thanksgiving. As the holiday gets closer, students will be discussing
all of the many things that they are thankful and will be learning about
the history of Thanksgiving.

You’ve been caught reading!

Cooper LaHa
Kevin O’Grady

Reading
10 Reasons for Your Students to
Read Every Day (Including
Several That May Surprise You)
1: Reading is a very complex
activity (far more so than watching
TV or playing a video game) that
activates and exercises many areas
of the brain.
2: Reading ignites the imagination.
3: Reading teaches children about
the world outside of their own
experience, and fosters empathy.
4: Reading expands children's
vocabulary.
5: Reading develops children's
listening skills by keying them into
the components of language.
6: Reading builds analytical skills
and helps children to become
powerful writers.

7: Reading improves children's
overall work and progress in
every subject.
8: Reading increases
concentration when children
unplug and focus on the page.
9: Reading entertains and
inspires.
10: Reading every day
enhances a child's experience
of the world.
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Library Media Center
Last month the LRC hosted its 3rd annual Storybook Pumpkin Contest! It
was amazing to see all the talent our students and families have! The
students voted online and below are the results.

Southbury Home &
School Organization
Meetings
Come join us on the FIRST
THURSDAY of the month from
6:30-7:30 at Southbury
Elementary School.
Free Child Care is provided,
reservations for childcare are
required. Email us at
sbhomenschool@gmail.com to
reserve your childcare spot.

GET TEXT MESSAGE reminders
about upcoming due dates
and events!
•

Our annual fall Scholastic Book Fair will be held in the LRC! The dates are
Wednesday, November 9th, 9:00-3:30; Thursday, November 10th, 7:303:30(extended hours during Donuts with Dad!) and Friday, November 11th,
9:00-3:30. The book fair will be closed each day from 12-1. We look forward
to seeing you at our Fall Book Fair!

•
•

Send a text message to
(331) 215-6780
Type @southbu
It's that simple! You will
instantly start to receive
reminder texts about
upcoming events,
meetings and due dates.

With the holiday season right around the corner, keep in mind that books make wonderful gifts. Take the
opportunity to plant the seed of literacy in a person’s life and give a book!

Happy Reading!

Southbury Elementary 820 Preston Lane, Oswego, IL 60543 | Telephone: 630 551 9800 | Fax: 630 551 9819

P a g e |6

Speech & Language News
November is a great time to be thankful and work on your children’s
speech and language goals. Families can each share what they are
thankful for using your child’s great speech sounds, complete
sentences, and even ask wh- questions about what others have said
to target comprehension. November is also a great time to practice
following directions as well! Many recipes call for multiple steps,
having your children help with making fun meals or crafts are a great
way to work towards listening and comprehension. Some websites
that have fun activities are:
http://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-for-kids/
http://www.kidspot.com.au/things-to-do/collection/craft-activities
http://www.childrensrecipes.com/
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/packages/recipes-forkids/cooking-with-kids.html

Gifted Education
Persevering is as Easy as 1, 2, 3
Solving math problems often brings with it an expectation that solutions should come quickly. Fast responses are equated with
proficiency. This is not true when solving complex problems.
Teaching students to develop and apply strategies that allow them to persevere will serve them throughout their journey as lifelong learners. As parents, you play a crucial role in modeling this way of thinking and approaching math problem-solving.
Modeling and coaching persevering behaviors through questioning is as simple as 1, 2, 3. ☺ By asking students questions, they
will learn to self-question. Learners will take ownership and learn to get “unstuck” by applying these questions.
1. Ask, “Can you think of another problem like this one?”
We want students to categorize problem types and look for relationships among problems they have solved so they can
recall and utilize what has worked in the past. This also reminds them that they have been successful with a similar problem in
the past, giving them an “I can” attitude.
2. Ask, “Can you act it out? Try simpler numbers? Draw a model?...”
Knowing when to abandon a strategy is as important as being aware of what strategy is working. Changing strategies can be
difficult, because it means starting over, but students learn to use what they learned from the “no go” strategy to help them
be more efficient the next time. If they are still stuck, try giving them the answer and asking them to draw a picture and
explain how the problem would arrive at that solution.
3. Ask, “Is your answer reasonable? Do you get the same answer if I solve it another way?”
Learning to be flexible and know many ways of solving a problem helps students learn mental agility and accuracy. Asking
students how they know the answer is reasonable encourages thinking about their thinking, and great math talks will ensue.
Let’s honor our mathematicians’ struggles and value their efforts! Let’s help them “SHARK UP” to the challenge!
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News from Nurse Sara
Happy November! I hope everyone has been enjoying the nice
weather we have been having, and seeing the color of the leaves
changing as well. Here are a few reminders from me:
If you recently received a 2016-2017 Student Health Information form
please return it as soon as possible. It includes the authorization for
emergency medical treatment for the school year, and
communicates any medical history and medication changes that
may occur from one school year to another.
The nurse's office is in need of gently used clothing, if you are looking
to donate clothing your child may have recently outgrown.
Screening and Examinations
Continue sending in kindergarten vision exams due Oct. 15, 2016, and
kindergarten & 2nd grade dental exams due May 15, 2017.
Hearing and Vision screenings are scheduled for December 5-6, 2016.
Keep in mind not all grade levels are screened for vision and hearing.
A couple parent volunteers to assist with getting students from class
to their screening would be greatly appreciated for both days from
9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Notify me if you are available to assist. If follow
ups from your child’s hearing and/or vision screenings are required a
form with findings will be sent home.
Colder weather is upon us!
If you have sent clothing for your child this may be a good time to
swap out with warmer clothing for the cold months ahead.
What can you do at home with your child to keep him/her healthier?
~Review good hand washing practices (wash long enough to clean
properly)
~Demonstrate how to cover coughs with upper arm
~Keep hydrated by sending water bottle in for students to drink with
snack/lunch
A Medication Authorization form must accompany any over the
counter medications/supplements including cough drops, &
prescription medications.
Thank you for your help in keeping our students safe and healthy!
Nurse Sara (630) 551-9802

skarantonis@sd308.org
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Social Work News
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English As A Second Language (ESL) Resource
If you have not signed up for Bloomz (https://www.bloomz.net /) please sign up!
Mrs. Serio’s access code is: FTK7X9.
I will use Bloomz as a way to communicate with parents this school year. It is a secure,
unique way to connect with your child’s class. I will use it to update parents with important
information, dates, post photos of what the students are doing in class and to share learning
updates.
Below you will find a variety of websites that you may find helpful. Below you will find several
websites that are student friendly and an ELL parent page from the Illinois State Board of
Education.
If I can support you or your student in any way please contact me.
Kristen Serio
630-551-9858

kserio@sd308.org.

Helpful ELL Websites
http://www.mamalisa.com/ Songs and rhymes from around the world in a
variety of languages
http://www.esl-lab.com/ Listening practice
http://www.starfall.com/ Language Arts practice
http://abcya.com/ Educational games
https://www.brainpop.com/ Educational videos & quizzes (3rd - 5th grade)
https://jr.brainpop.com/ Educational videos & quizzes (K – 2nd grade)
http://www.isbe.state.il.us/bilingual/default.htm ISBE’s ELL parent page
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Katakyiase School – Our Sister School
We did it!!! Congratulations to all our students, staff, and community members
for donating your loose change during the month of October!! Our goal was
to raise between $4,000-5,000 in order to finish building the library at
Katakyiase. With your support, we were able to procure a total of $4,133.07.
WOOHOO!!!!
Be sure to check out our latest video to see where we are in the process:
https://vimeo.com/182010809
Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone who contributed! You are
making a difference in the lives of our students, as well as in the lives of the
students in Katakyiase, Ghana. GO SHARKS!!
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